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Have you visited a Fort lately?
Daily hours of operation 

Wednesday - Sunday 10am-4pm 
Closed Monday & Tuesday 

The Fort is open year round with the 
exception of New Years Day, 

Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day.

www.oldfortniagara.org

Docents are posted at each of our 
historic buildings and we continue 

to offer living history programs.

Town of Lewiston addresses fi nancial matters
Town Board OKs serial bond refi nancing, town fee schedules

BY TERRY DUFFY
Editor-in-Chief

With a limited Town Hall audi-
ence and viewers on Zoom Mon-
day evening, the Lewiston Town 
Board meeting had its focus on 
various fi nancial matters. News-
makers included:

•The Town Board moved on a 
resolution intended to provide fi -
nancial savings to Lewiston from 
a 2013-dated municipal bond of 
roughly $5 million. Town Attor-
ney Al Bax said its fi nancial con-
sultant from Municipal Solutions 
Inc. had recommended the town 
pursue a new lender and obtain a 
more favorable rate. 

“They had recommended that 
we go out or a RFP to see if we can 
have other lenders possibly pro-
vide us with a better deal and save 
the town some money,” he said.

Bax revealed the town could, in 
fact, realize a savings of $594,000 
over the next 12 years. 

“This has been estimated by 

Municipal Solutions. … The great-
est savings will come from these 
bonds being reissued by Green 
County Commercial Bank (locat-
ed in Catskill),” he said.  “Part of 
the savings … is that Green will 
be holding these internally; they 
will not be reissuing to the pub-
lic. There’s a sizable savings right 
there.”

Bax added, “This particular 
fi nancial institution was able to 
save an additional $50,000 over 
the next … greatest bank (lend-
er).” 

Bax said the resolution, once 
approved by the Town Board, 
would trigger the refunding of 
$3.18 million from the original 
bond to go toward refi nancing by 
Green County Commercial Bank.

The board went on to approve 
the resolution by a 5-0 vote. It took 
effect Feb. 22.

•Town Councilman Rob Mor-
reale presented a resolution to 
update the town’s municipal fee 

schedule. Morreale said the fee 
schedule had not been updated 
since 2006, and Building and Zon-
ing Inspector Tim Masters worked 
on revising it over the past year. 

“It had a lot inequities that just 
didn’t make sense. … It needed to 
get done,” Morreale said.

“The fees have not been updat-
ed since 2006,” Masters said, not-
ing the town has been charging 
the same $400 building fee since 
that time. 

“For the last year, we have 
been reviewing it, getting com-
ments from contractors, check-
ing other town’s fees. It’s all the 
same amount of work. … In one 
place, they’re getting 10 times the 
amount of money that we’re get-
ting for doing the same amount of 
work,” Masters said.

He noted that, in addition to re-
vising the fee schedule for build-
ing and zoning, fees are also be-
ing revised for planning review, 
and subdivisions, which have not 

been updated since 2012. 
Town Councilman John Jacoby 

said the new fees refl ect the time 
town inspectors have to spend on 
all the background areas needed 
toward permit approvals. 

“I think our old fees, broken 
down, we were paying far more in 
wages and benefi ts. … It was a to-
tal loss. Now we’re approaching at 
least a break even on it,” he said.

Bax said the resolution incorpo-
rates two sets of fees: the 2021 fee 
chart for the building department 
and another for the municipal re-
view fee schedule. 

The matter went on to be ap-
proved by a 5-0 vote and takes ef-
fect immediately.

Wrapping up:
•The town took action on a bid 

packet for the Kiwanis Park bas-
ketball project. Town Engineer 
Robert Lannon of GHD said the 
project calls for demolishing the 
existing half-court basketball 
court, constructing a new, larger 

court in its place, along with a new 
half-court. 

“The existing basketball court, 
tennis court and pickle ball courts 
would all be repaved, as well,” 
Lannon said.

He noted drainage issues would 
also be addressed and new bas-
ketball goals installed, which 
were acquired earlier by Parks 
Director Mike Dashineau. 

Soon after, the board approved 
for the Kiwanis project to go out 
to bid by GHD.

•Town of Lewiston Senior Cen-
ter Director Melinda Olick said 
the AARP tax prep program at the 
center is now underway. 

“People should call if they 
would like an appointment for se-
niors to have their taxes prepared 
by AARP,” she said.

Olick noted the program will 
run on Mondays and Fridays at 
the center to April 12. For more 
information, call the center at 754-
2071. 

North Tonawanda: Zadzilka will not 
seek reelection this November

As North Tonawanda Third 
Ward Alderman Eric Zadzilka set-
tled in recently for his 11th year 
on the Common Council, he an-
nounced he will not seek reelec-
tion this coming November.

Zadzilka submitted the follow-
ing:

During his tenure, he has 
served as North Tonawanda 
Council president from 2017-20 
and has seen the best results ex-
perienced in North Tonawanda 
when there’s communication and 

cooperation with city offi cials 
and the city departments. Under 
his leadership, he has sought fi s-
cal restraint while maintaining 
the city services the residents 
have come to expect. More mu-
nicipalities year after year have 
to do more with less and North 
Tonawanda is no different.

The sense of the North Tonawa-
nda community and its ability to 
help others in need and come to-
gether during COVID or any chal-
lenge has always inspired him. 

Several years ago, he founded the 
NTBGO, or The North Tonawa-
nda Botanical Gardens Organiza-
tion, by coordinating resident vol-
unteers to work alongside the city 
and Parks Department to restore 
and sustain this beautiful NT park 
destination.

The growth of the North 
Tonawanda downtown, new 
development, addressing infra-
structure issues, and continually 
developing North Tonawanda as 
a prime destination are a few of 

the many highlights during his 
tenure. Businesses continue to 
choose to invest and develop 
here in North Tonawanda and 
he’s especially excited about 
the recent Timber Shore proj-
ect proposed by Penrose LLC 
that’s been given the green light 
by the council to take place on 
Tonawanda Island. 

“This another exciting project 
coming to our NT waterfront 
that I’m glad to be a part of mov-
ing this forward,” Zadzilka said.

He has served on many com-
mittees throughout his time on 
the council, including the NT-
BGO Committee, NT City and 
Schools Joint Committee, and 
the North Tonawanda Police Re-
form Committee. He will contin-
ue his service to North Tonawa-
nda and the relationships with 
the city residents he treasures 
as he completes his term on 
Dec. 31.

Town of Porter traveler advisory
The New York State Depart-

ment of Transportation is advis-
ing motorists that, beginning 
at 7 a.m. Monday, March 1, the 
Route 93 bridge over Twelve Mile 
Creek in the Town of Porter will 
be closed to traffi c, as the replace-
ment of the bridge gets underway. 

Passenger vehicles will be di-

rected to follow a posted detour 
along Dickersonville, Braley and 
Porter Center roads. Truck traf-
fi c will be directed to follow a 
truck detour along NY routes 18 
and 425.

This work is expected to last 
for approximately four months. 
All construction activities at this 
location are weather-dependent 
and subject to change.

Motorists are urged to slow 
down and drive responsibly in 
work zones. Fines are doubled 
for speeding in a work zone. Con-
victions of two or more speeding 
violations in a work zone could 
result in the suspension of an in-
dividual’s driver license.

For up-to-date travel informa-
tion, call 511, visit www.511NY.
org or download the free 511NY 
mobile app.

The project will need a public 
hearing for the special use permit.

On Feb. 17, the board dis-
cussed another proposed solar 
project, for 3655 Lockport Road, 
where CVE Solar is proposing a 4 
MW solar array. The project pro-
poses single-sided stationary pan-
els that would be 8 foot, 9 inches, 
in height and would not utilize 
any battery storage of power. 
The board discussed several is-
sues, including a requested vari-
ance from the 250-foot setback 
from the inhabited building and 
structure. Members reviewed 
procedural issues with the Niag-
ara County Planning Board and 
SEQR and continued discussions 
over landscaping and screening 
and the design of the access road. 
No action was taken.

MacSwan emphasized the two 
solar projects were applied for be-
fore the town’s moratorium on so-
lar projects took effect last month.
STAR Program Exemptions

Assessor Kelli Coughlin urged 
Wheatfi eld residents who are 
turning 65 in 2021, and have an 
income below $90,550, to contact 
her offi ce and get an application 
for New York state’s Enhanced 
STAR program. The deadline to 
apply is March 15. The assessor’s 
offi ce can be reached at 694-9102. 

On the subject of the STAR pro-
gram, Coughlin and 10th District 
Legislator David Godfrey advised 
residents to be cautious when it 
comes to some recent changes 
made to the program by Gov. An-
drew Cuomo. 

Instead of a straight exemption 
of the payment of some school 
property taxes, the state has 
rolled out an option to receive 
a credit, or check, for those sav-
ings later. Coughlin detailed some 
of her concerns about the state’s 
plan. She said she sees wrinkles 
that need to be ironed out.

“I totally would never recom-
mend anyone get the STAR credit, 
because I always fear that they are 
not going to have enough to pay 
their tax bills and then they get 
the penalties and the fi nes and all 
that stuff. So until the state has ev-
erything worked, I’m not 100% on 
this. … I believe you should stay 
on the STAR Exemption,” Cough-
lin said.

However, a current bill in the 
State Legislature could make the 
change permanent. If it passes, 
Coughlin said assessors would 
have to put applicants for this year 
into the credit program. 

The Town Board’s next meeting 
is 6:30 p.m. Monday, March 1, via 
Zoom.

STAR program discussed
Continued from Page 1
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